All the uncouth diffidence and hesitation which had prejudiced her against him at the very beginning of their acquaintance seemed to take possession of him as he answered, "I've been very busy; I've had a great deal to do ; so much work in the evenings now,"he stammered.
It was the excuse he had given times without number in the days when he wanted to escape a dance or "at home " in London, but he had forgotten that it would not hold water in this country. Kate did not press him further, taking it for granted that he did not want to come ; but she was anxious to re-establish the friendly understanding which used to exist between them, and began to tell him about the employment she had found in the hospital.
"I have discovered a new amusement, Mr. Warren," she said. " I go every afternoon to read in the wards, instead of strumming away at the piano or driving about the roads."
'' I felt sure you would find some way of using your sparetime," he said cordially, recovering his usual pleasant manner at once. " Do you think it is useful ?" she asked, wondering why her heart bounded at his implied praise.
" 
